


Still a proud War Eagle, Dr. Prince notes that Auburn, the South’s original and the nation’s
seventh oldest veterinary program, has produced over 7000 veterinarians, and more than 500
specialists and researchers. Their Veterinary Teaching Hospital has been ranked number one
in a peer review process. Dr. Prince returned to Franklin county in 1975 and opened a clinic
near Heath Oil.. Farming was big, so he began a mixed practice seeing pets in a trailer and also
treating farm animals (until 1996), and horses until 2007 when he was injured while treating a

horse which caused him to focus solely on small animals.

The current facility on AEDC Road, built in 1979, has three additional veterinarians: Dr. Elise
Prince, Dr. Ashley Palmer, and Dr. Sydney Jackson; three receptionists: Pam Lawson (who will
have worked there 20 years in August), Brandie Overcast (over ten years), and new receptionist
Myranda Kimbro; four techs: Lee Vinton (18 years), Whitney MclLaughlin, Molly Matthews, and
Jessica Church; and two kennel attendants: Heather Hopkins and Marissa Durm. Their bios,
packed with interesting personal and pet info, can be seen
at http://www.tcveterinary.com/team Paula Stevens who had worked at Town and Country for
over thirty years retired recently and can still tell many a tale from the early days of the practice
about assisting on house and farm calls!

When asked about the day-to-day job of being a veterinarian, Dr. Prince mentioned that one
key component is working with the public. Loving animals is not enough if you don't also enjoy
building relationships with pet parents. Another aspect is the constant variety of medical cases
encountered. “The good part is that there is something different every day,” he said.



“From teeth and eyes to orthopedic surgeries, internal complaints, and an array of
diseases - we see them all.” It is not unusual for a tiny kitten to be cheek by jowl with a
Mastiff in the lobby, and you may well see birds, reptiles, rabbits, rats, geckos, sugar
gliders and even a bearded dragon or two! Indeed, as we toured the hospital, we saw
all hands on deck, each person contributing their own individual detective pieces of the
puzzle.

Indeed, as we toured the hospital, we saw all hands on deck, each person contributing
their own individual detective pieces of the puzzle. Dr. Prince is proud of his staff and
says that having the ability to communicate with animals is one of those things you
either have or you don't, and his compassionate staff make a huge contribution to the
practice.It is always interesting to discover what our pets have eaten that they shouldn't
have,” he said. Some of his patients never seem to learn, and so have had multiple
surgeries over the years. “Examples of foreign gastric bodies include: socks, a metal
paperweight, six fish hooks in a dog, 18 paper clips in a cat, rubber balls, string, gloves,
rocks, panty hose, sticks, toys, and underwear to name a few.” One cat was chuck full of
plastic bits and five hair ties. Another had ingested exactly 36 inches of curtain material,
while a dog (presumably preparing for a trip to Vegas) yielded numerous poker
chips. Perhaps the most unusual surgery was on a pet duck who, attracted to shiny
baubles, had swallowed a diamond bracelet from the nightstand! Diamond's
definitely aren't a duck’s best friend.
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